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Love In the Name of Christ

The Challenge Of Christmas
By Rich Henderson, Director

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
who...emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant... He
humbled Himself... excerpts from Philippians 2:5-8

Philippians 2:5-8 is the Apostle Paul’s retelling of the
Christmas story. Jesus, though He was God, equal in
essence to God the Father, willingly took on the
limitations of a human nature in order to be our Savior.
The zinger is the way Paul introduces this passage--have
this attitude in yourselves. Paul challenges us to imitate
Jesus in His self-emptying, humble, servanthood.

Even our secular culture gets this. Thanksgiving through
Christmas is known as “the season of giving”. It’s the
time of year for toy drives, serving meals at the rescue
mission and donating to charity. People who don’t
believe in Jesus have a sense that at Christmastime, they
should do some kind of selfless act to benefit others.

For us, this is not to be a month-long aberration in an
otherwise selfish life, but an everyday occurrence. The
challenge of Christmas is to imitate Jesus in developing a
lifestyle of service. How can you order your life so that
you’ll be living a Christmas lifestyle all year long?
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